-8-

unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach (make disciples of) all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you…’”  This is Jesus’ final statement of authority on earth.  This also marks the transfer of authority back to man on earth.  On the day that the Lord ascended Jesus said to the apostles, “…but ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (See Acts 1:8)   

We as sons of God will become partakers of the rule and reign of Jesus Christ who was SET in Psalms 2. This promise shall be fulfilled from Psalms 2:8: “Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession.”   GO AND POSSESS THE PROMISED LAND!!!
CONCLUSION
Authority promotes the purpose of God.  People under authority benefit by the prospering of their character into a Christ-like nature.  That in turn causes prosperitiy that will eventually impact the whole earth.
Therefore, we can now understand these truths about authority:  

1.  We know that authority comes from God.

2.  We know His purpose is to cause multiplication.

3.  We know that operating in God’s authority requires 

     that we lay down our “life” and our desires.
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Background Texts: Genesis 2:15&18, Proverbs 11:14 & 29:2, Matthew 7:29, 10:1&:5-8, 28:18, Mark 6:7, 10:42, Luke 18 & 22:24, John 1:12, Romans 13, Ephesians 5, Hebrews 5:9, 12:2, 13:7&17, I Peter 5:3 

INTRODUCTION

Everything that God has created has a purpose, but if we do not understand that purpose we will abuse it.  The concept of authority as God ordained it to be has been corrupted by man’s self-centered desires and agendas.  In order to understand authority, we have to understand what its purpose is and where it comes from.

Where does authority come from?  
The Greek word for “power” is “exousia.”  It comes from the word “esti”, which is a compound of two other words: “ek or ex”, which denotes origin or “out of” and the word “eimi”, which means “I am.”  This is the basis for the concept of authority.  It is God-given, it comes from the Great I AM.

What is its purpose?
I love all of these passages because they demonstrate God’s love and God’s balance in relationships.  I have seen the passage about women “submitting themselves to their own husbands” abused and misused to enslave women and put them in bondage, which is NEVER God’s intention.  His intention is to create a relationship that is loving and nurturing, mutually beneficial and that gives a family every opportunity to succeed in the Kingdom of God.   I believe that the primary responsibility for creating this  “atmosphere”  falls  on  the  husband and  that is 
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why God pays him the “big bucks” – authority.  Yet, authority in the kingdom is purposed to carry out the given responsibility and must never overstep in that regard.   A chain of command is set up – Christ, ministry, husband, wife, children – each with responsibilities  and  authorities  (ex.  husband  - wife; 
wife - children; children - pets).   When everyone does their part it is a well-oiled machine that gets the job done.  Too often the husbands overstep authority and too often people under authority rebel.  We sometimes don’t know our parts and forget our lines.  In Mark 10:42 Jesus has to explain “Ye know that they which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and their great ones exercise authority upon them.   But so shall it not be among you; but whosoever of you will be great among you, shall be your minister; and whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all.                                                                                For even the son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister and to give his life a ransom for many.”  Providing the “atmosphere” has a price.

FOR THY MAKER IS THY HUSBAND

I must lay down my “psuche” (Greek word for soul) life for the benefit of my wife and children.  In return, they must be submissive in order to benefit from this sacrifice, just as we are submissive to Christ in order to benefit from His sacrifice.  The husband must do his part to see that the wife is presented “without spot or wrinkle or any such thing – holy and without blemish.”  Men without God should feel terror by now, because it’s an impossible task without Him, yet it is our  responsibility  none the  less.  The Spirit  must do 
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YET HAVE I SET

In Psalm 2:6 the Lord says: “Yet have I SET my king upon my holy hill, Zion.  I will declare my decree.”  In Matthew 5:1 it says that Jesus went up into a mountain.   “…and when he was SET his disciples came to him: and he opened his mouth, and taught them…”  Chapters 5, 6 & 7 are generally referred to as the “Sermon on the Mount.”    In these chapters Jesus expounds upon the law and on what the Father’s intentions were toward Israel throughout their history.  Their traditions had largely clouded and supplanted God’s Word.  When Jesus clarified it and even extended it beyond their SET ideas “…the people were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.”  In chapter 8 Jesus comes down from the mountain and a great multitude follows him.  His first act was to cleanse a leper (man’s sinful nature) who said: “Lord if thou WILT thou canst make me clean.”  Jesus shows that he has authority over sin by putting forth his hand and TOUCHING him saying, “’I WILL; be thou clean.’ And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.”  All this gives us a picture of how authority is to work.  We are to teach people the word of God and take them beyond their fleshly understanding and into the heavenly realm of thinking.  Then we are to use the authority to benefit and to deliver people from their circumstances.   The old priesthood  became defiled if 

they touched anything unclean.  The new Melchisedec priesthood has the power to touch and deliver and the uncleanness has to leave.   

Matthew 28:18 says, “And Jesus came and spake unto them,  saying,  ‘All  power (authority-exousia)  is  given
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forsaken and grieved in spirit, and a wife of youth, when thou wast refused saith thy God.”  It is very hard for most men to see themselves in this manner.  IF they did, they would realize that Ephesians 5:22 also speaks to them and by performing it they would see what it’s like for their wives to have to submit to them.  Most “rebellion” comes when someone is forced to submit to an unrighteous authority that is not looking out for their best interests.  So it behooves us men to make sure that “righteousness” is our middle name.  Even ungodly women recognize this, though they may not be sure why.  Proverbs 29:2 says, “When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.”  The word “authority” here is the Hebrew word #7235 in the Strong’s Concordance: RABAH.  It has many meanings but they are all related.  Some that demonstrate the purpose of God are: “Be in authority, enlarge, excel, multiply, nourish and give.”  These are the responsibilities that the person in authority has to the people under that authority.  The one in authority must first exercise the authority to nourish and to give that his or her charges may enlarge, excel and multiply.  This is also the same word in Genesis where the Lord gives all living things “authority” to multiply upon the earth.  On the other hand, “beareth rule” is the Hebrew word #4910 MASCHAL, “to rule, have dominion, govern, have power.”  All this is done from a position of superiority and self-indulgence and not from the ideas of Mark 10:42-45.   My   prayer   each   day  is  that  I  not  only 

understand this principle, but like Solomon I want the wisdom to carry it out.
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the mighty work, but we must “dress it and keep it” (Genesis 2:15).   The Hebrew word for “dress” in the Strong’s Concordance is #5647 “abad.”  It generally means “to serve -  become a bondman” to something.

The purpose of your labor is to cause or make something come to pass.  Also, it means “to worship,” which generally means to put someone else’s welfare above yours.  The word “abad” is also the same as the word “obed,” which means servant.  Several names in the Old Testament have this serving connotation.  “Obed” (David’s grandfather), “Obed-edom” (servant of Edom or man), “Obadiah” (servant of Yah), “Abed-nego” (servant of Nego) and “Ebed-melech” (servant of a king).  To put it succinctly the one in authority must dedicate his life to the well being and eventual complete salvation of those under his or her authority.  

To “keep” is the Hebrew word #8401 in the Strong’s “shamar.”  It means “to hedge about with thorns, to guard, to protect, or attend to.”  It means “to be circumspect (to look about you, or keep an eye out), to observe, or to be a watchman.”  When Cain asked the Lord: “Am I my brother’s keeper?” this word is the word He used.  If Cain could have looked down through history to the time when Jesus walked the earth he would have come to the conclusion that the answer to his question was a resounding YES!!!  As a firstborn son he was in the position of authority.  But a recurring theme throughout the Bible seems to be that just because you are born first, doesn’t necessarily mean that you are the firstborn. The birthright and the blessing go to the obedient son.   In Isaiah 62 God says: “I have set watchmen upon thy walls,  Oh  Jerusalem.”   The  word  “watchmen”  is the 
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word “shamar.”  They are not to hold their peace day nor night.   They are not  to keep silent.  They  are not 

to give the Lord any rest until He establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.  The Lord has sworn by His right hand (His authority) and by the arm of His strength (His people) that He will not give the fruits of our labors to our enemies any longer, but that we will reap the benefits of our labor.  We are going to “cast up a highway.” The words “cast up” are the same words for Jacob’s ladder (see Genesis 28:12, John 1:51).  We are going to gather out the stones (stumbling blocks) and lift up a standard for the people.  We are going to proclaim “thy salvation cometh.”  The Lord Jesus Christ paved the way for all of this to be accomplished by His death, burial and resurrection.  He was given all authority in heaven and in earth which He has now delegated unto men to carry out His purpose in the earth.

The story of the good “Samaritan” (from “shamar”, watchman) illustrates a practical daily application of this grander scheme on an individual level.  Being circumspect he is looking for an opportunity to help someone.  The man he found had left Jerusalem (the city of the Great King) and was traveling DOWNHILL to Jericho (the accursed city – Joshua 6:26, I Kings 16:34).  That speaks volumes!  He fell in with robbers who took his inheritance and his covering.  The Samaritan bound up his wounds and poured in oil and wine (the Holy Spirit and joy).  Then with a servants heart (obed) he inconvenienced himself and let the wounded man ride on his beast.   He brought him to a local church (I mean an inn!) and left him in the charge of a pastor (I mean an innkeeper!)  He supplied the innkeeper/pastor  with two pence (two days wages) 
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and said: “take care of him and whatsoever thou spendest more I will repay thee.”  The Lord supplied the Church with enough to take care of wounded mankind for two thousand years plus and when He comes back He will repay or reward those people that were partakers of His salvation plan for mankind.   Jesus is the Samaritan (see John 8:48) and we are our brother’s keeper.  We are the innkeepers (the pastor and his local church).  
In Hebrews 13 verses 7 and 17, we see a beautiful picture of how “dressing and keeping” works.  “Remember them (in Greek- Your leaders and guides) which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation (conduct or code of life).”  And “obey them that have rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief (sighing): for that is unprofitable for you.”  But the Lord did not stop there.  In Genesis 2:18 He said: “It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him an HELPMEET for him.”  The Hebrew word for HELP is EZER-AID.  It’s root word AZAR means to “surround, help, aid, succour, protect.”  Proverbs 11:14 says that “in a multitude of counselors there is safety.”  So the husband must submit to a multitude of counselors – apostles, pastors, teachers, evangelists for perfecting, and last, but by no means least, his WIFE (Ephesians 5:21).  I love it when a plan comes together!  In Isaiah 54:5 God says, “For thy Maker is thine husband: The Lord of Hosts is his name; and thy Redeemer the Holy 

One of Israel:  the God of the  whole earth  shall he be
called.   For  the  Lord  hath  called  thee  as a  woman[image: image1.png]



