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   Judah and Benjamin-

A Study on Relationship
                  By Alton E. Valentini
INTRODUCTION
True Christianity is nothing more than an individual’s relationship with Jesus Christ.  It is not enough to know about Him, we must KNOW Him.  It is not enough to believe in Him, we must BELIEVE Him!  This study will demonstrate the relationship between Judah and Benjamin.  The types and shadows of the Old Testament give us a picture of what should be going on in our  relationship  with the Lord. Judah and Joseph are both types of Jesus.  Benjamin is a type of humanity.  As we go through scripture take note of where these two types parallel and intersect.  

THE BIRTH OF BENJAMIN
We first see Benjamin in chapter 35 of Genesis.  He was born in Bethlehem-Ephrath (Bethlehem meaning “house of bread,” Ephrath meaning “fertility and fruitfulness) being the only son of Jacob born in the Promised Land.  Because his mother, Rachael, died in childbirth she named him Ben-oni meaning “son of my sorrow.”  But Jacob changed his name to Benjamin meaning “son of my right hand.”  How could a father and son establish a positive relationship if every time the father called the son’s name it reminded him of this tragedy?  So Jacob prophesied the potential of Benjamin through this name change.  Compare this situation with the predicament of Jabez in I Chronicles 4:9.  His name means “sorrowful” because his mother bore him with sorrow.  Yet he called upon the God of Israel requesting several petitions be granted to him with the purpose “…that it may not grieve me.”  The word “grieve” can also be translated “make me sorrowful.”  The purpose of the prayer was that the Lord would remove the curse of him being sorrowful.  Jesus has removed the curse of sorrow so that we can establish a positive relationship with him.  It is more than coincidence that  Benjamin  and Jesus  were  born  in  the  same  town.
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point.  The “ravening wolf” was turned on the enemy until he was able to say  in I Timothy 1:16&17: “(16)…that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”  The word “chief” does not denote that Paul was the worst sinner, but this Greek word “protos” means that he was the first.  In other words, God was going to take this Benjamite to be a prototype of changing Benjamin from the “ravening wolf” to the “son of my right hand.”   “(17) Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.”
CONCLUSION

Therefore, we can conclude that we as Benjamites should establish a relationship with Jesus Christ (Judah), so that we may learn how to be victorious over sin in our daily lives, how we can act in a kingly manner, how we can become part of the Melchizedek priesthood, and exhibit a pattern to those of the next generation.  All of this is therefore necessary so that we can be part of the corporate “son of my right hand.”
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4.  David’s confrontation with Shimei as he flees from Absalom in 

     which Shimei curses the King and throws dirt at him.  He must later 

     ask forgiveness (II Samuel 16:5 & 19:18-30),

5.  The loyalty between Judah and Benjamin when the ten tribes 

     separate from Judah (I Kings 12:23,

6.  The return from captivity of Judah and Benjamin and the 

     subsequent rebuilding of the temple (Ezra 4:1),

7.  The fact that Mordecai and Esther were of the tribe of Benjamin 

     and were related to Shimei and Kish (Saul’s father) (Esther2:5-7).

All of these examples show that there was a constant relationship throughout the Old Testament between Benjamin and Judah. This relationship carried into the New Testament as well.  In Acts chapter eight we become acquainted with Saul of Tarsus who was consenting unto the death of Stephen.  There are many parallels here to consider including:                                                                                                                               

1.  The establishment of Saul as a Benjamite.  This is plainly stated in Romans 11:1-2 (also see Philippians 3:4-6).  His name Saul means “asked for,” just as the first king of Israel.  His name was later changed to Paul, which means “little man.”   This is exactly the same translation of the name Mordecai. When we first come upon Paul, he is fulfilling his father Jacob’s prophecy of being a “ravening wolf.” (Acts 9:1-2)  But, he is arrested by Jesus on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-16). Thus begins a New Testament relationship between the  tribe of Judah  and the  tribe of Benjamin. 

      2.  The Lord prophesies  to Ananias “…he  is a chosen  vessel unto   

      me,  to  bear  my  name  before   the  Gentiles  and   kings  and  the   

      children  of  Israel:  for I  will  show him how great things he must 

      suffer  for   my  name’s   sake.”   This  began   a  relationship   that 

      produced a man of God  using the  worst case scenario as a starting










    2

JUDAH AND JOSEPH TAKE THEIR RIGHTFUL PLACE
In Genesis 35:22 Reuben disqualifies himself from being the firstborn by laying with his father’s concubine.  In the previous chapter Simeon and Levi disqualify themselves by killing Shechem and his family after Jacob had made a blood covenant with them.  In Genesis 34:30 Jacob said to Simeon and Levi: “…ye have troubled me to make me to stink  among  the inhabitants  of the land…”  Next in  line  was  Judah.

According to I Chronicles 5:1&2: “…the genealogy is not to be reckoned after the birthright.  For Judah prevailed above his brethren and of him came the chief ruler; but the birthright was Joseph’s.”   This establishes both Judah and Joseph as types of Jesus, who is of the tribe of Judah.  The story of Joseph is a caricature of Jesus’ life.  He is a prophet hated by his brethren, sold for 20 pieces of silver, falsely accused and imprisoned (a type of death).  Because he has learned obedience through the things that he has suffered he is resurrected by Pharaoh and given all authority over the land.  When 10 of his brethren unknowingly come before him to get food during the drought he treats them roughly and accuses them of being spies.  He tells them to prove that they are not spies by leaving Simeon with him and bringing back Benjamin.  Jacob would not release Benjamin for fear that something bad would befall him.  When the food runs out and the brethren must go back to Egypt they face a dilemma; the man with the food will not see them unless they bring Benjamin.  Reuben tries to re-establish himself in a leadership role by stating: “Slay my two sons, if I bring him not to thee: deliver him into my hand and, I will bring him unto thee again.”  In Genesis 42:36-38 Jacob said: “My son shall not go down with you for his brother (Joseph) is dead, and he is left alone: if mischief befall him by the way in the which ye go, then shall ye bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.”  Jacob wasn’t going to let Benjamin be lead by way of Adam.  When Jacob persisted that they had to go back to Egypt, then Judah stepped forward and took his place as the firstborn.  This is when he prevailed above his brethren.  Judah demanded, “Send the lad with me and we will arise and go; that we may live and not die, both we and thou and also our little ones.  I will be  surety  for him; of my  hand shalt  thou  require him:  if I bring 
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him not unto thee and set him before thee, then let me bare the blame forever…”  In this statement we see a definite Christ-like characteristic of making a covenant and sealing it with your own life.  Shouldering the blame is definitely not an Adamic characteristic.  Thus, we see two men who have the typical Christ like nature of Jesus stepping forward into the place that God has prepared for them.
THE WOLF MAN

As Jacob lies on his death bed he prophesies over his 12 sons.  Reuben is given the death knell on any hope of re-establishing his birthright when Jacob said: “…unstable as water, thou shalt not excel…”  Jacob said to Judah, “…the sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet until Shiloh (pacificator, or whose right it is) come…”  To Joseph he said: “Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well: whose branches run over the wall…”  But unto Benjamin he said, “Benjamin shall raven as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil.”  This prophecy is a two-edged sword.  If Benjamin retains his Adamic nature and fulfills his mother’s prophecy of being a “son of my sorrow,” then he will become a predatory being.  If by choice he fulfills the prophecy of his father by becoming the son of his right hand,  then  all  of  these  characteristics  can  be turned  on the enemy.   

Moses reinforced the positive aspect in Deuteronomy 33:12:
”And of Benjamin he said, ‘the beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by him; and the Lord shall cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders.’”  For the next 1700 years Benjamin struggled until the prophecy was fulfilled.  Along the way a relationship was forged between Judah (Jesus) and Benjamin (us). Our potential to become “the son of my right hand” lies in the  relationship  we forge with our Lord  Jesus Christ.
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The first important thing we recognize is that David is a shepherd.  Many of the great men of God were shepherds.  Jesus was called “the Great Shepherd.”  Being a good shepherd seems to be a great prerequisite for becoming a man of God.  In David’s case, being a shepherd gave him several opportunities: it gave him time to spend communing with God, he learned the responsibility of laying down his life for the flock, it prepared him for the upcoming battle with Goliath by providing him with both a lion and a bear for sparring partners, and it allowed him to become proficient in the use of the sling. Jesus learned obedience through the things that he suffered.  This circumstance was a learning opportunity for David, and a teaching opportunity for Israel.  David demonstrated that man’s ways (Saul’s armor) would not work against this enemy.  The victor of this battle would have to go solely in the name of the Lord.  Size didn’t matter; experience with the old methods didn’t matter.  What would make the difference was faith in the living God.  Jesus showed his love for us by putting himself in our place and defeating the enemy.  David as a type took Saul’s place and demonstrated how to defeat the enemy by the power of God.  The first part of the battle was one against one.  After that a corporate battle ensued:  the  army of  Israel  against  the  army  of the  Philistines.   By following Jesus, the body of Christ will defeat the dragon’s heavenly host.  Thus, we have Judah showing Benjamin how to defeat the enemy in Jesus’ name!  Many events subsequent to this demonstrate the closeness with which Judah and Benjamin become entwined.  Some of these events include: 

1.    Jonathan’s and David’s souls becoming knit (I Samuel 18:1),

2.  David’s adoption of Mephibosheth (Jonathan’s son) and having   

     him eat at the king’s table continually (II Samuel 9), 

3.  The long war between the houses of Saul and David in which the 

     house of Saul waxed weaker and the house of David waxed  

     stronger and stronger (II Samuel 3:1), 
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Another example is in I Samuel 13 when he again used the people as his scapegoat – he blamed the people for making him perform the priestly sacrifices of the animals (see I Samuel 13:5-14).  Samuel tells Saul: “But now thy kingdom shall not continue: the Lord hath sought himself a man after his own heart…”  That man was David of the tribe of Judah – a type of Jesus.  

The first Adam failed, but the last Adam will succeed and redeem the first Adam from sin and death.  When Saul was anointed King, Samuel took a vial of oil and poured it upon him (see I Samuel 10:1).  The word vial can also be interpreted as “a box” of oil.  The vial was in essence a box of oil similar to that alabaster box with which Mary anointed Jesus.  Jesus stated that she anointed him for his burial, thus the Adamic nature was slated to die on the cross.  In its place a new creation man was going to be resurrected and given all authority upon the earth.  Therefore, when David was anointed to be king, Samuel used a horn of oil (see I Samuel 16:13).  A horn is a symbol that in scripture always is a representation of strength and authority.  

The two tribes now embark on a journey that will be fulfilled by man coming  into his  rightful place in Christ as the “son of my right hand.”

The high water mark of Saul’s reign was his victory over Nahash the Ammonite (see I Samuel 11), his victory over the Philistines (I Samuel 13), and his victory over Amalek (I Samuel 15).  But each one of these victories was tainted by Saul’s rebellious nature.  Thus, “…the Lord repented that he had made Saul king over Israel.” Compare this to Genesis 5:6-8.  In chapter 16 of I Samuel, the Lord provides himself a king - not an “asked for” king, but “a man after his own heart.”  A new era was about to be embarked upon.  A type of Jesus was coming on the scene; a new creation man that followed the Spirit of God and not the carnal mind.  This king would manifest the will of God on earth and begin a lineage of kings that would culminate in the birth of the King of Kings.  He would be a man that would demonstrate to Benjamin (man) as king how  to execute  the will  of God on the earth (see Genesis 1:28).  
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THE ADAMIC NATURE –  

WHAT EXACTLY ARE WE UP AGAINST?
What do we mean when we say “Adamic nature?”   It is a rebellious thought pattern which we have inherited from Adam, who is the father of all humankind.  It has been called by other names, such as “original sin” and “human nature.”  It has been described as self-centeredness, selfishness and self-preservation.  The Bible describes it as wickedness, iniquity, lawlessness, pride of life and frowardness.  It often goes unrecognized because people believe that this is how we were created.   But we were created in the  image and  likeness of God.  

One of the trademarks of the Adamic nature is that it is never wrong and it is  someone  else’s fault.   This can  readily  be  seen  in  Adam’s 

reaction to God’s question: “What have you done?”  Adam immediately blames Eve, his wife, and God who gave him his wife.  If you have ever raised children you will have noticed that you do not have to teach the child how to say “no.”  You will not have to teach them to make an excuse why their hand is in the cookie jar.  You will not have to teach them about how to want their own way.  If we were animals, we would call these things instinctive, they are already ingrained in us.  But we were not created this way by God.   It is for this reason that salvation was necessary.  Jesus gave us the power by His shed blood and in baptism in His name to put the old man to death and to raise up a Christ-man in its place - a man that can stand in the presence of God with a Christ-like nature instead of a rebellious Adam nature.  Jesus has given us the power to drive sin out of our lives and for us to possess the “land.”  When the children of Israel were commanded to go up and possess the land they rebelled because they thought it an impossible task.  They believed the evil report of the ten spies and not the witness of Joshua and Caleb.  They proclaimed that by the power of God they were more than able to go up and possess the country.  After 40 years and many funerals they finally crossed the Jordan and entered into the land.  Now begins a parable between Israel possessing the land and us possessing our lives.  Everything that is not of  God had to be  driven out  of the land, the same must happen in our
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lives.  The first thing they did was circumcise everyone at Gilgal.  In our Christian life, the first step is baptism in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and for the receiving of the Holy Ghost (see Acts 2:38).  This is the New Testament equivalent of circumcision (see Colossians 2:11-13).  

In our study of Benjamin we see that all of Israel went into the land and fought to possess it.  They had the power of God on their side and had many great victories, yet they failed to completely possess the land because they would not persevere until the end.  Judges 1 chronicles that many of the tribes failed to drive out the inhabitants of the land but allowed them to dwell amongst them.  Specifically, Judges 1:21 explains that the children of Benjamin “…did not drive out the Jebusites that inhabited Jerusalem; but the Jebusites dwell with the children  of   Benjamin  in   Jerusalem  unto  this  day.”    Many people 

mistakenly think that Jerusalem is in Judah’s inheritance.  But in reality Jerusalem is in the land of Benjamin (see Joshua 18:26-28).   Even though the future capital of Israel belonged to Benjamin (“the son of my right hand”), it was going to take the efforts of King David (Judah) to fulfill the desire of Benjamin to possess Jerusalem.  Jerusalem as the capital of Israel represents the heart and soul of each one of us which must be won over to God by the power of the risen Christ (see 2 Samuel 5:3-9).  Thus we see another step being taken in the forging of a relationship between Judah and Benjamin.
JUDAH SHOWS BENJAMIN HOW TO BE KING
Revelation 5:9 reads “…for thou wast slain, and has redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, tongue, and people and nation; and has made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.”  This has been God’s plan for man from the beginning.  Adam had dominion over all the earth.  When Adam fell he tried to cover his sin and his nakedness with a fig leaf.  However, the Lord made  coats of skin  for them showing them that something had to shed 
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its blood in order to cover their sin.  Abel knew this and offered a sacrifice that was pleasing to God.  This was the first recorded instance of a man acting as a priest.  

In Abraham’s time a person named Melchizedek came on the scene who was both king and priest.  He is a type of the Lord Jesus Christ.  There were many men in the Bible who by reason of God’s placement came into this type of priesthood.  Some examples include: Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Samuel and David.  The culmination of this priesthood is seen in the Lord Jesus Christ who is proclaimed to be “…a priest forever after the order of Melchizedek” (see Psalm 110:4, Hebrew 5:6&10, Hebrew 7:17&21).  The Levitical priesthood was set up by God in the Mosaic Law through the tribe of Levi starting with Aaron.  It culminated in the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist who was the legal high priest that year (see Matthew 3:14&15). This priesthood was legally transferred to Jesus upon the death of John the Baptist.  Jesus’ entitlement to the priesthood was sealed  when  Caiaphas  disqualified  himself  from the priesthood (see 

Leviticus 10:6) by tearing his priestly garments at Jesus’ trial (see Matthew 26:65).  The development of the kingly aspect of the Melchizedek priesthood took a different road.  In the book of Judges many people were raised up at different times to lead the people in a “kingly” manner.  The last passage in the book of Judges says: “In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes.”  The book of Ruth chronicles the lineage of David who was of the tribe of Judah (the kingly tribe).  However, the first king of Israel was Saul, the son of Kish, a Benjamite.  Saul’s name means “asked for” because the people asked for a king “…to judge us like all the nations” (see I Samuel 8:5).  In I Samuel 8:10-20 the Lord describes the manner of the king that will rule over them as being a taker and not a giver – a type of Adam.  On several occasions Saul exhibits the Adamic nature.  His failure to carry out Samuel’s orders from God to utterly destroy the Amalekites and all their cattle not only demonstrated his rebellion, but also the Adamic trait of  blaming someone else for the failure (see I Samuel 15:20-21).  
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