AT THE CROSSROADS – UNEMPLOYED

- By Danie Reynecke

I lost my job, what now? Unemployment is one of the world’s serious problems. It is also a problem in South Africa. When a person looses his or her job it has an enormous effect on the person and the family. The time when I lost my job some years back was definitely one of the most difficult times in my life. I never want to go through that again; however it was a time in which I saw the hand of God in many ways.  One of the first commands God gave men was to work, yet I could not find a job. I applied to almost one hundred jobs in less than three months before a door opened for me. 
Recent surveys found that 25% of the workforce is either looking or about to start looking for a new job. Another study showed that four out of five people have jobs that do not match their abilities. You may be unemployed, or you may be misemployed, meaning that you would say you tolerate, dislike or hate your work. You may even be super-employed, meaning that you like or love your work but feel there is something missing. This writing is specifically for people who are looking or thinking about looking for a job or changing careers. It can be called ‘crossroads in your career’. 
After loosing your job you will certainly experience anger. This anger will be toward your ex-boss, company, people and even society.  In some ways you will even feel that you have been picked on and after a certain time you will start asking God questions on what you have done wrong and why He is punishing you. This anger in your heart will grow the longer it takes to find a job. Applying for new jobs might lift your hope, but when you are turned down, anger is right back. It is very important to deal with anger, because anger can be seen and heard and will show in your attitude. In applying for a new job, attitude is one of the key elements employees are looking at. If anger is not dealt with correctly it can easily turn into bitterness, resentment and a negative attitude. 
Synonymous to anger is fear. Fear in loosing all the things that I’ve worked hard before. Fear on how I will make tomorrow. Questions in how to make a living, paying the bills, taking care of my families need brings fear. All this will bring anxiety. The question is how do I deal with the anger, my attitude and my fear?
· First: Acknowledge the facts. One has to acknowledge that you are at crossroad in your life. Acknowledge is a powerful tool for with it comes responsibility. Once I have acknowledged my present situation, it will make me realize that I have to make a choice. Consider Jeremiah 6:16 (NIV). This is what the Lord says: “Stand at the crossroads and look; ask for the ancient paths, ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your souls.” 
· Secondly you have to deal with your anger. If you have to, write down the names of the offenders. Describe the offence and what specific actions made you angry. Write how you feel about it.  Once this is done, start to forgive them in prayer. One key to being able to forgive is recognizing how much God, your Father, had forgiven you. Every time you feel anger or bitterness, pray for God to help you forgive. Forgiveness is a powerful tool that will take you from an attitude of negativity to positively. 
Lastly, start to pray and trust God for that miracle. Being with your back against the wall is not the best place to be, but that is the place for miracles. Pray and reflect on your gifts, talents, spiritual gifts, education, special knowledge, understanding and insight and your personality. Pray and reflect on your passions such as your concerns and burdens, your values and your interest. Do whatever you can to find a job, put your name on prayer lists, join networks and keep on trusting God for an open door. Till next time I would like to leave this verse with you. 
For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2:10 (NAS)

Created in Christ Jesus for good works, you are formed, shaped, completely changed and transformed for work that is good, pleasant, agreeable, joyful, happy, excellent, distinguished, and honourable. 

One important fact that we have to realize today when you are without a permanent job is that life is not the same as 10, 20 or 30 years ago. Thirty years ago one person would work for the same company for a lifetime. After 30 or 40 years of service you would retire and enjoy your pension. Those years were called the industrial age, today we are living in the informative age. It is estimated that a person finishing their studies today will change jobs more than 20 times; the last change will be at 55 years of age. To have and keep a job, one must keep on chancing with the times. To do that, you must know yourself. This can be done in a very practical manner. 

Draw a questionnaire with the following six questions and ask at least five or more people who know you well from work, family and/or community to complete the form. The following issues should be addressed on the form.

· Accomplishments

· Abilities

· Interests

· Personality

· Values

· Blind Spots/Weaknesses

Answers to these should not be more than 100 words on each subject. 

I would suggest that you will fill in a form about yourself. You will be astonished how much you will learn more about yourself by doing this. Compare all the forms and learn more about yourself. One might ask why I have to go through all of this. The answer is we normally act and react on perceptions instead of facts. These facts might just change your perceptions about yourself, your abilities, interest’s, personality and values. With new insight and facts you can start activating your faith now. We all know how it works, “Fear knocked at the door. Faith answered. There was no one there.”

Faith will take you to new places. If you believe God wants to take you to travel a certain path, then put on your best hiking boots, get your gear and go. By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going- Hebrews 11:8. This is exactly where I was less than a year ago. I made a career change and in doing that I took a 60% drop in my monthly income. I did not know where I was going or what the future held for me. All I knew was the One who I was following and I knew He had the future in His hands. For me to make such a move I had to know myself. I discussed my accomplishments, abilities, interest’s, personalities and blind spot’s with my wife and friends that knew me well. With their input I learned much more about myself. 

Now list all the jobs you’ve had and places you’ve worked since high school.  Include not only work, for which you were paid, but also major volunteer and community work. Dot down your formal schooling education, key courses taken, degrees or diplomas received. Take a look at professional certifications that you have received. Write down your work experience that you have obtained over the years. With all this in hand there should be enough to count your blessings. Give God thanks as you think of all the wonderful gifts He has given you. Thanksgiving is a powerful tool that will take you into the presence of God. In the presence of God there is hope, love, healing but most of all, peace. With the peace of God in your heart you will be able in …forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus – Philippians 3:13-14. 

