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PLEASE READ THIS PAGE BEFORE YOU DO THIS STUDY!
These notes were compiled as a result of a need that arose in our community in Richards Bay.  I was approached by a group of psychologists, occupational therapists, doctors and social workers to address them on this subject.  In my capacity as chairman of the Ministers Fraternal I was also often consulted by other ministers regarding satanism, the occult and whether Christians can have a demon.  I felt impressed by the Lord to stick my neck out to teach on this very controversial, but very needed subject.

Please keep in mind that these are only abbreviated notes and a more detailed manual will be in print later this year.

Finally, I would like to state that I do not see myself as the authority on this subject but at the same time I must acknowledge that I have had some experience.  I am open to any further revelation regarding strongholds.  The subject of strongholds is far too big to try and deal with in such a short time, therefore you might have to read up a little more.  This manual is the combination of three manuals, dealing with how to break strongholds over churches, communities, towns or cities and nations.

I trust that you will find much help from this study.  If there is some information that you would like to give me that will help others to be free from strongholds, please pass it on to me.  Let's enforce the victory of our champion Jesus Christ!

Danie Vermeulen
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[image: image2.jpg]



P.O. Box 1722

Strubensvalley; Gauteng

South Africa

1735

E-mail: pr@dawnafrica.co.za

UNDERSTANDING SPIRITUAL WARFARE
INTRODUCTION

What Spiritual Warfare is not:
1.
It is not a conflict between good and evil.

2.
It is not only a conflict between God and Satan.

3.
It is not just shouting at the devil and calling him names.

4.
It is not just for a selected or holy few.

What Spiritual Warfare is:
1.
It is the battle between the Kingdom of God and Satan for the souls of people.

2.
It is the daily spiritual combat against the forces of darkness.

3.
It is to enforce the reign of Christ.

4.
It is for every Christian.

DEFINITION

Spiritual warfare is the outright conflict between the Kingdom of God, led by the Lord Jesus Christ and the forces of darkness, led by Satan for the souls of people.
FROM CREATION TO THE CROSS
•    Satan began the conflict
Isaiah 14:12-18 How you have fallen from heaven, 0 morning star, son of the dawn!  You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!  " You said in your heart, "I will ascend to heaven,- I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.  " I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most I-Iigh. But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit.
•    Satan and a third of the angels were cast from heaven 

Revelation 12:9 The great dragon was hurled down -- that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.
•    Satan became the ruler of the kingdom of the air

Ephesians 2:2 "...in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.
•    God declared war after the fall of man

Genesis 3:15 "And I will put enmity between you and the W07nan, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and YOU Will strike his heel.  "

•    Ever since, there has been spiritual warfare 

A nation (Israel) was formed that would bring forth the Messiah. Prophets fought many spiritual battles for the preparation with John the Baptist as the main forerunner.

•    The great culmination at the cross

I John 3:8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning.  The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.
Colossians 2:14-15 "...having cancelled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took
it away, nailing it to
the cross. 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.  "
•    A major part of Jesus’ ministry was delivering people from demons

THE MANDATE OF THE CHURCH

Mark 16:17 "...And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out demons;
Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
2 Corinthians 10:4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.
JESUS AND SPIRITUAL WARFARE

INTRODUCTION

•    Jesus made it very clear that he was initiating spiritual warfare.

•    Look at the following Scriptures:

Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed,... "

Matthew 16:18 "And I say also unto Thee, That the art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
THE ATTITUDE WAR

1. Where did this war begin?

Isa. 14:12-15

How you have fallen from heaven,

0 morning star, son of the dawn

You have been cast down to the earth,

you who once laid low the nations!

13You said in your heart,

"I will ascend to heaven;

I will raise my throne

above the stars of God;

I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly,

on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.

14I will ascend above the tops of the clouds;

I will make myself like the Most High.”

15But you are brought down to the grave,

to the depths of the pit.

2. How did Jesus conquer him?

Phil. 2:5-8

"Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

6Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,

7but made himself nothing,

taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.

8And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself and became obedient to death --

even death on a cross!

3. Satan's attitude is pride and rebellion.

4. Jesus' attitude is humility and obedience.

5. Cardoba, Argentina - YWAM

6. If you lose the attitude war you will lose the rest.

THE "KOSMOS" WAR

1. 1 John 2:15-17 "Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For everything in the world -- the cravings of sinful man, the lust of his eyes and the boasting of hat he has and does -- comes not from the Father but from the world.  The world and its desires pass away, but the man who does the will of God lives forever.  "
2. "World" = kosmos - the whole circle of earthly goods, endowments riches, advantages, pleasures, etc., which although hollow and frail and fleeting, stir desire and seduce from God and are obstacles to the cause of Christ.

3. Where did this war begin?  Genesis 3:6 "When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it.  She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.”

4. How did Jesus win this war?  Luke 4:1-12
•    Satan's attack - cravings (lust)

•    Eve fell - good for food

•    Jesus - although hungry refused the bread

•    Satan's attack - lust of the eyes

•    Eve fell - pleasing to the eye

•    Jesus - pinnacle of the temple

•    Satan's attack - boasting of what he has and does

•    Eve fell - desirable for gaining wisdom

•    Jesus - refused the Kingdoms of this world

5. Don't lose what Jesus conquered for you.

THE GARDEN WAR

1.
Luke 22:39-46

2.
Mankind lost the power over their will when Eve gave 'n to temptation by obeying her own will instead of Father's.

3.
Jesus resisted the ultimate test of the will, to die innocently for others.

4.
Jesus won the battle for our wills.

THE CROSS WAR

1. As a result of sin mankind was under a satanic curse of sin, sickness, poverty, and death.  What happened on the cross?

· Jesus was PUNISHED that we might be FORGIVEN 


Is. 53:5

· Jesus was WOUNDED that we might be HEALED 



Is. 53:4,5

· Jesus was made SIN with our SINFULNESS that we might become RIGHTEOUS with HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS 



Heb. 2:9

· Jesus became POOR with our POVERTY that we might become RICH with HIS RICHES



2 Cor. 8:9

· Jesus bore our SHAME that we might share HIS GLORY 



Heb. 12:2

· Jesus endure our REJECTION that we might have his ACCEPTANCE as children of God

Matt. 27:46-51

· Jesus became a CURSE that we might receive the BLESSING 



Gal. 3:13-14

THE GRAVE WAR

1. Jesus led the captives free 

- Eph 4:7-10

2. He took the keys of death and Hades 
- Rev 1: 18

3. He triumphed over death 

- 1 Cor. 15:20-28, 54-55

CONCLUSION
Revelation 12:10-11

WHAT IS A STRONGHOLD?

DEFINITION:
•    2 Corinthians 10:3-5

•    A "stronghold" is a spiritual fortress where a power has control.  These fortresses exist in the thought-patterns, opinions and ideas that govern individuals, churches, communities and nations.

•    In the O.T., a stronghold was a fortified dwelling used as a means of protection from the enemy.  These were physical structures, usually caves high on a Mountainside, and were very difficult to attack.

•    Obviously, Paul uses the word "stronghold" to define the spiritual fortress wherein Satan and his demons hide and are protected.

•   These fortresses exist in the thought -patterns and ideas that govern individuals and churches, as well as communities and nations.

•    Being "born-again" is simply the first stage of God's plan for my life.  Unless I allow the Lord to demolish these strongholds of thoughts and ideas in my life there will be very little change.

•   A stronghold is a source of defense for the devil, where demonic or sinful activity is actually defended within us by our sympathetic thoughts toward evil.

•    Paul defines a stronghold as "arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God..." A demonic stronghold is any type of thinking that exalts itself above the knowledge of God, thereby giving the devil a secure place of influence in an individual's thought and emotional life.

•    This is not demon possession!

•    Don't go on the defensive!

•   Listen to Jesus' testimony: "I will not talk with you much more, for, the prince (evil genius, ruler) of the world is coming.  And he has no claim on me - he has nothing in common with Me, there is nothing in Me that belongs to him, he has no power over Me. (John 14:30) Amplified

SOURCES AND EXAMPLES OF STRONGHOLDS
(This is not an exposition of all the strongholds and how they affect people. However, all these have proven to have devastating effects.)
Occult

•    Games - Glassy-Glassy, Dungeons & Dragons

•    Music - Heavy Metal, Rap, Reggae

•    Media - Movies, Computer Games, pornography

•    Psychic practices - TM, Automatic Writing, Stars of the Zodiac, Palm Reading, Seances

•    Witchcraft - Black Magic, sangomas

•    Secret Societies - Freemasons

The World
•    New Age - philosophies

•    Media - television & newspapers

•    Values - Pre-marital sex (Hugh Heffner) sexual disorders

Life Experiences
•    Childhood experiences - incest

•    Rejection - unforgiveness, bitterness, anorexia

•    Fear - depression, unnatural withdrawal, addictions

•    Pride - rebellion, stubbornness, self-righteousness, perfectionism 

•    Curses - words in anger,

Example: Joshua 6:26 At that time Joshua pronounced this solemn oath: "Cursed before the LORD is the man who undertakes to rebuild this city, Jericho: “At the cost of his firstborn son will he lay its foundations; at the cost of his youngest will he set up its gates.”

1 Kings 16:34 In Ahab's time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt Jericho.  He laid its foundations at the cost of his firstborn son Abiram, and he set up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, in accordance with the word of the LORD spoken by Joshua son of Nun.

Generations
Exodus 20:5 "You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me…,”

Generational Sins - Alcoholism, sexual disorders psychic powers, domination etc. (See article on next page)
Article – Generational Sins

BOOZE IN THE BLOOD
"You Magazine 25 July 1991"

He's been called the brace Kennedy.  Ted Jr. developed cancer at the age of 12 and has lost a leg to the disease.  He fought back courageously and underwent painful experimental treatment before he was eventually cured.  His upbringing was no picnic; always in the spotlight, the product of a troubled marriage between controversial parents.  But he seemed to have integrity, and dedicated much of his youth to charity work among the handicapped.  

Yet, it all seems to have caught up with Ted, eldest son of Senator Edward Kennedy and his ex-wife Joan.  He revealed recently that he is an alcoholic, like his father, mother and maternal grandparents.  The 29-year-old had just emerged from a three week stint in a private hospital where he was treated for the disease.  He might have been considered an unlikely candidate for alcoholism, having seen how destructive it can be.  Joan Kennedy started drinking to bolster her self-confidence at the many official functions she and her husband has to attend.  

Liquor soon became a buffer against .emotional pain, insecurity and boredom.  She was admitted regularly at clinics, but invariably resumed the habit.  Finally, she seemed to have beaten it: three years ago, after 10 years on the wagon, she started drinking again.  She was recently charged with drunken driving after narrowly missing a pedestrian and crashing into the fence.  

Senator Kennedy is known as an alcoholic whose weakness for drink makes him susceptible to other forms of misbehavior - womanizing, traffic offences, etc.

Does alcoholism run in the Kennedy family?  It is not the only one plagued by the problem.  Consider Lisa Minelli, a confessed alcoholic, just like her equally famous mother Judy Garland; film star Margaux Hemminway, who fell prey to demon drink, just as had her writer grandfather Ernest; Carrie Fisher, who followed in the alcoholic footsteps of her mother Debbie Reynolds.  Mark, the son of infamous drunk Oliver Reed, was recently jailed for six months for seriously injuring a man in a bar room brawl. 

Are some families more susceptible to alcoholism than others?  Definitely, say experts.  There's some debate about whether this complaint is the result of a genetic twist of caused by environmental is influences.  There is no clear answer, but there is growing evidence of a possible hereditary predisposition.  American researchers recently discovered a genetic abnormality among more than three quarters of the alcoholics they studied, suggesting that an alcoholic is born rather than bred.

Quoting other American studies, SANCA director Dr. Sylvian de Miranda says: "Research done with children of alcoholic parents showed they were four times as likely to become addicted to liquor than adopted children with non-alcoholic biological parents.  "Research among children who were adopted by alcoholics showed that they had no significant tendency towards alcoholism.  "This has lead to the conclusion that there's a genetic predisposition to alcoholism, a view supported by clinical experience.  Alcoholics often have a relative who abuses alcohol.

Mrs. Lee Wilcocks, director of a clinic for alcoholics near Johannesburg, agrees that genetic factors and the environment both play a role in alcoholism.  "American research has shown that the children of alcoholics have a 55% chance of becoming alcoholics themselves.  "Whatever the reasons for the problem, all children of alcoholics should receive therapy because their experiences can leave emotional scars."

THE STORY OF TWO AMERICAN FAMILIES

Listen to this true story of two American families: Max Jukes was an atheist, who married a godless woman.  Some 560 descendants were traced:

· 310 died as paupers 

· 150 became criminals

· 7 of them were murderers 

· 100 were known to be drunkards 

· and more than half of the women were prostitutes.  

The descendants of Max Jukes cost the United States government more than Rl.25 million in 19th century dollars.

Jonathan Edwards was a contemporary of Max Jukes.  He was a committed Christian who gave God first place in his life.  He married a godly lady, and some 1,394 descendants were traced: 

· 295 graduated from college, of whom 13 became college presidents

· 65 became professors

· 3 were elected as United States senators

· 3 as state governors, and others were sent as ministers to foreign countries

· 30 were judges

· 100 were lawyers (one, the dean of an outstanding law school) 

· 56 practised as physicians (one was the dean of a medical school) 

· 75 became officers in the military 

· 100 were well known missionaries, preachers and prominent authors 

· Another 80 held some form of public office, of whom three were mayors of large cities

· One was the comptroller of the U.S. Treasury and another was president of the United States.

Not one of the descendants of the Edwards family was a liability of the government.

Religion
•    Cults - manipulation, false doctrines, deceptions, idolatry

•    Tradition - Sectarianism

CONCLUSION
A "stronghold" is a spiritual fortress where a power has control.  These fortresses exist in the thought-patterns, opinions and ideas that govern individuals, churches, communities and nations.

HOW TO BREAK STRONGHOLDS

INTRODUCTION
The question most often asked is, "Can I break my own strongholds?"  The answer is yes and no.  With prayer and fasting you can break the yoke but it is difficult to take authority over something that has authority over you.  You will need someone to help you.  

Beware of pride!

WILLINGNESS TO REPENT
•    The person must have a willingness to repent and see that his/her stronghold contains

sin.

•    The person must have a willingness to surrender to Christ.

•    At this point you may loose some and not be able to help them.

•    Forgiveness is essential.

IDENTIFYING THE STRONGHOLDS.
•    Through identifying the obvious signs, actions, sins and history of the 
person.
•    Through the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
•    The discerning of spirits 
- I Cor. 12: 10

Example: Acts 16:16-18

•    The word of knowledge
- 1 Cor. 12:8

Example: Acts 5: 1- 11

BINDING AND LOOSING
•    Jesus said, "But if I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God is come unto you.  Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind the strong man? and then he will spoil his house".
Matthew 12:28-29
•    And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.  I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven." Matthew 16:18-19
•    Bind the spirit verbally.

•    Sometimes you need to spend time in prayer and fasting.

Matthew 17:14-21 'And when they were come to the multitude, there came to him a [certain] man, kneeling down to him, and saying, 15Lord, have mercy on my son: for he is lunatic, and sore vexe& for ofttimes he falleth into the fire, and oft into the water. 16And I brought him to thy disciples, and they could not cure him. 17Then Jesus answered and said, 0 faithless and perverse generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him hither to me. 18And Jesus rebuked the devil; and he departed out of him: and the child was cured from that very hour. 19Then came the disciples to Jesus apart, and said, Why could not we cast him out? 2oAnd Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief- for verily I say unto you, If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.

21Howbeit this kind goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.
COMMANDING

•    Demons understand authority and also know when you don't have it.

Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

Matthew 28:18
BUT Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus over those who were demonpossessed.  They would say, "In the name of Jesus, whom Paul preaches, I command you to come Out. " 14Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 [One day] the evil spirit answered them, "Jesus I know, and I know about Paul, but who are you?  " 16Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all.  He gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. Acts 19:13-16 

•    You have to have faith in the name and power of Jesus.

•    You must be secure in the authority Jesus gave you.

•    Don't be intimidated by their stubbornness.  They have to go.  

•    Remind them what Jesus did on the cross.

MANIFESTATIONS
•    There are several different manifestations that can happen and you must not allow them to intimidate you.

•    Here is a list of some of them:

-  Screaming
-  Falling
-  Hissing like a snake
-  Shaking
-  Coughing
-  Heavy breathing
-  Severe crying
-  Vomiting slime
-  Growling
-  High pitch laughter like a witch
-  Often demons would speak
POST DELIVERANCE COUNSELLING
· Explain to the counselee what had happened.  They are not evil.  

· Assure them of Jesus' love.

· In prayer build new, godly strongholds.

Example:  Instead of unforgiveness, love.  Instead of rejection, acceptance

· Pray that the Holy Spirit will fill those areas.

Caution: "When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through and places    seeking rest and does not find it. 44 Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' WWe7i it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean and put in order. 45 Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there.  And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.  That is how it will be with this wicked generation." Matthew 12:43-45
· Assure them they are not alone and that you are there for them.

INNER HEALING
•   Often people would need healing of their memories (images of the past) in cases like child molestation.

•    The inner healing process

•    Agape therapy

I learnt the following illustration from Mark Virkler:

	No. 
	STEP
	BIBLICAL EXAMPLE

(Peter: Matt 26:69-75; Jn 21:2-17)

	1.
	Using Vision, go back and re-enter the hurt.
	Fire, Twilight, Three-fold confession

	2.
	Using Vision bring Jesus into the scene.
	“Jesus stood on the beach…” 

(Jhn. 21:4-5)

	3.
	Using Vision, let Jesus move freely healing the hurt with his loving presence.
	Jesus’ statements of affirming love. “Feed My Lambs” “Take care of my Sheep” “Feed my Sheep”


THIS MUST BE A LIVING EXPERIENCE – 

NOT AN ACADEMIC EXERCISE

SOME PRECAUTIONS AND HOW TO STAY FREE

INTRODUCTION

•    The Bible is not a handbook on deliverance.

•    Much is learnt through trial and error.

•    What works for me may not work for you.

•    Some precautions.

PRECAUTIONS
•    Don't be alone with the opposite sex unless it is in a professional setting.

•    Don't rush through the session.

•    Don't get frustrated or panic when nothing seems to happen.

•    Don't scream and shake the person.

•    Don't apply

•    Don't break confidences.

•    Don't be afraid to seek for help.

HOW TO KEEP YOURSELF FREE FROM STRONGHOLDS
If you have been set free from strongholds (2 Cor 10:3-5), it is not the end of your war but the beginning.  It is common sense that Satan would try his best to regain the ground he has lost.  Our war is not only to become free, but to stay free.  The Satanic world is not disorganized.  There are already worked out schemes to recapture lost ground.

2 Corinthians 2:11 "...in order that Satan might not outwit us.  For we are not unaware of his schemes."

Ephesians 6:11 "Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes."

I would like to share a few principles with you that will help you to stay free.  Just remember, you have an enormous advantage in that “greater is He that is in you than he that is in the world." (1 John 4:4)

Put on the armour of God (Eph 6.-II-18)
This armour was given to you for your defense and offence against the devil.  Most people only fight the devil when he attacks.  I don't think that to be good strategy.  No one can just defend and expect to win.  It is not Satan who has declared war against us.  It is our Kingdom that has declared war against him. 1 John 3:8 "The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work."

Submit to God
James 4:7 "Submit yourselves, then, to God.  Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."
When I submit to God, I place myself under His umbrella of protection.  I am then open to His voice and commands.  My obedience to Him guarantees my freedom from strongholds.

Resist the devil
“… Resist the devil, and he will flee from you."

You cannot effectively resist the devil if you do not submit to God.  But when you submit to God you can effectively resist the devil.  We will all be subject to temptation for the rest of our lives but never above what we are able to handle. (1 Cor. 10: 13)  Your resistance to the temptation will help you break the bad habits you have formed.

Confess sin quickly
If you sin do not leave it unattended so that the enemy could use it to build a stronghold.  Be honest and prepared to repent.  Your confession to God and those you offend will help you to stay free. 1 John 1:9 "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness." James 5:16 "Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed."

Do it quickly though, for the longer you wait the more difficult it becomes.

Guard your heart and your mind
Unforgiveness, bitterness and resentment are the major stronghold in people’s lives.  Such people don't have peace of heart and mind due to the conflict they are carrying. (Mark 11:25-26) Learn to forgive just as Jesus forgave us.  When you do that, the peace of God will guard you. (Phil 4:6-8)

Strengthen yourself
Firstly, it is vitally important to spend time with God in reading and prayer.  Read the following verses: 

2 Tim 2:15; Acts 17:11; Matt 4:4; 1 Pet 2:2; Eph 4:12; Jam 1:22-25; Ps 119:105; 1 Cor 14:14-15; Jude 20; 1 Thes 5:17; Jam 5:16.

 HOW TO BREAK STRONGHOLDS OVER A TOWN

THREE LEVELS OF SPIRITUAL WARFARE 

1. Ground-Level Spiritual Warfare

This is the casting out of demons. (Matt.  I 0: I 1; Luke 10: 17; Acts 8:7).  This is the most common form of Spiritual Warfare, which I have dealt with in Chapter 1 of this series.

2. Occult-Level Spiritual Warfare

There is a very evident demonic power that work through shamans, New Age channelers, occult practitioners, witches, warlocks, Satanist priests, fortune tellers and the like.

Most people are ignorant of this level of Spiritual Warfare.  It happens under our noses without our knowledge.  There are several reasons for this, being: 

•    We are not spiritually alert.

•    We are sometimes too drunk with the world that we cannot discern evil.

•    Lack of knowledge, etc.

3. Strategic-Level Spiritual Warfare
This is dealing with territorial spirits.  Paul writes in Ephesians, " For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  " 

(Eph 6:12)
The apostle Paul mentions in 2 Corinthians 4:4 that Satan has blinded the minds of unbelievers so that they cannot receive the gospel.  I do not believe that it only refers to individuals but also to communities, social networks, tribes, cities, nations and territories.  It is quite evident in history and current day events.

SATAN'S STRATEGY
Satan is a master strategist.  He has carefully worked out plans and set-ups.  If Christians are not alert they could easily succumb to his deceptions.

Summed up, Satan's objectives are:

•    To prevent God from being glorified by keeping lost people from being saved.

•    To make human beings and human society as miserable as possible in this present life.

Satan's chief tactic is to deceive people by telling them lies about God.  He impresses them with his shows of power.

THE OBJECT OF SPIRITUAL WARFARE
The sole object of spiritual warfare is for the souls of the lost.  Three billion people have not yet committed their lives to Christ and that excludes those that are only Christian in name.  Spiritual Warfare is the ministry of Jesus to release the oppressed, to open blind eyes and to set the captives free.

TERRITORIAL STRONGHOLDS
A BIBLICAL BASE?
Many are frightened by the term or even concept of "territorial strongholds" due to the fact that it is an extra-biblical term.  Though it is an extra-biblical term it is not an unbiblical concept.  Is there Biblical support for territorial strongholds?  I believe there is.  Let's look at it briefly.

TERRITORIALITY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
High Places (Numbers 3 3:5 2 - There are a host of other references)

· One of the downfalls of Israel were the "high places".  Why?

· These were literal territorial domains of evil spirits from where activity was launched.     

· They defiled the whole nation from there.  To break this stronghold over Israel they had to destroy these “high places”.

· God saw this as spiritual adultery.

· It was one of the causes of the Babylonian captivity.

Bel Marduk (Jeremiah 50:2,3)
The word "Bel" or Baal is a generic name for "Lord" and in this verse it is applied to Marduk, as in Lord Marduk.  He was "the state god of Babylon" or the ranking territorial stronghold over that nation.

The Prince of Persia (Daniel 10)
There was no literal prince over Persia.  It was undoubtedly a territorial stronghold.

TERRITORIALITY IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

Artemis of the Ephesians
Artemis is the Greek name for Diana (Roman) who was the ruling spirit over Ephesus.  The leaders of the city of Ephesus became so upset with the ministry of the apostle Paul that they feared the goddess Diana's temple would be despised and her magnificence destroyed. (Acts 19:27) The people called her "Saviour", "Lord" and "Queen of the Cosmos".  She wore the signs of the zodiac around her neck and "possessed an authority and power superior to that of astrological fate." -Clinton E. Arnold, Ephesians: Power and Magic p.27
The Great Prostitute (Revelation 17)
This whole chapter shows this the territoriality of this demonic spirit.

SPIRITUAL MAPPING
INTRODUCTION
I agree with George Otis Jnr, when he said, "We must learn to see the world as it really is, not as it appears to be".  He also coined a term for this new way of seeing - "spiritual mapping".  It involves superimposing our understanding of spiritual forces and events in the spiritual domain onto places and circumstances in the material world.  Spiritual mapping is a means whereby we can see what is beneath the surface of the material world.

DEFINITION:
“Spiritual Mapping is the researching of a city to discover any inroads Satan has made, which prevent the spread of the gospel and the evangelization of a city for Christ.” 

- Cindy Jacobs

PRINCIPLES FOR SPIRITUAL MAPPING
1. It must be based on God's Word and His revelation.

2. Those engaged in spiritual mapping and warfare must ensure they are living in holiness.

3. They must be under spiritual covering, submitted to a local church.

4. Research must be done under the guidance of the Holy Spirit and not through a scientific process.

5. Reporting must be done without personal or prejudicial opinions.

6. Those involved must keep a positive attitude.

7. Those involved must be in absolute unity.

8. Those involved must not be young or immature Christians.

9. Ultimately the elders of a town must take the lead.

CONCLUSION
Spiritual mapping is like the intelligence forces of an army.  Through it, we go behind enemy lines to understand the enemy's plans and fortifications.  As Kjell Sjoberg says, we do “spiritual espionage".

A good Biblical example is the spies to the Promised Land sent by Moses and later by Joshua.  There are several spiritual parallels that can be drawn from those encounters.

HOW TO DO SPIRITUAL MAPPING

Let's look at an interesting scripture - Ezekiel 4:1-3

Recently, we have all become aware of the amazing truths regarding the 10/40 Window.  Why?  Luis Bush did "spiritual mapping" and as a result some shocking truths have been revealed, which has caused a major concentration on this area.

There is no set pattern or formula to do spiritual mapping, but let us look at the suggestions of C. Peter Wagner on how to do spiritual mapping on your town.

Extracted from the works of C. Peter Wagner:

STEP ONE:  GATHERING THE INFORMATION

Following the lead of contributors such as Harold Caballeros,' I am going to divide the information-gathering phase into three parts: 

(1) Historical research 

(2) Physical research

(3) Spiritual research.  

Whether you would want to assign this to three separate teams as Caballeros does is up to you.  But it does have some advantages if personnel are available.

HISTORICAL RESEARCH
I.
THE HISTORY OF THE CITY

A.
The Founding of the City

1.
Who were the people who founded the city?

2.
What was their personal or corporate reason for founding the city?  What were their beliefs and philosophies?  What was their vision for the future of the city?

3.
What is the significance of the original name of the city?


• Has the name been changed?


• Are there other names or popular designations for the city?

• Do these names have meanings?  Are they linked to religion of any sort?  Are they   demonic or occultic names?  Do they signify blessing?  Curse?  Do they highlight the

city's redemptive gift?  Do they reflect the character of the people of the city?

B.
The Later History of the City
1. What role has the city played in the life and character of the nation as a whole?

2. As prominent leaders have emerged in the city, what was their vision for their city?

3. Have any radical changes taken place in the government or political leadership of the city?

4. Have there been significant or sudden changes in the economic life of the city?  Famine? Depression?  Technology?  Industry?  Discovery of natural resources?

5. What significant immigration has occurred?  Was there ever an imposition of a new language or culture on the city as a whole?

6. How have immigrants or minorities been treated?  How have races or ethnic groups related to one another?  Have city laws legitimized racism of any kind?

7. Have city leaders broken any treaties, contracts or covenants?

8. Have any wars directly affected the city?  Were any battles fought in the city?  Was there bloodshed?

9. How has the city treated the poor and oppressed?  Has greed characterized city leaders?  Is there evidence of corruption among political, economic or religious leaders and institutions?

10. What natural disasters have affected the city?

11. Does the city have a motto or slogan?  What is its meaning?

12. What kinds of music do the people listen to?  What is the message they receive from that music?

13. What five words would most people in the city use to characterize the positive features of their city today?  What five words would they use for the negative features.

II.
HISTORY OF RELIGION IN THE CITY

A.
Non-Christian Religion
1. What were the religious views and practices of the people who inhabited the area before the city was founded?

2. Were religious considerations important in the founding of the city?

3. Have any non-Christian religions entered the city in significant proportions?

4. What secret orders (such as Freemasonry) have been present in the city?

5. What witches' covens, Satanist groups or other such cults have operated in the city?

B.
Christianity
1. When, if ever, did Christianity enter the City?  Under what circumstances?

2. Have any of the early or later Christian leaders been Freemasons?

3. What role has the Christian community played in this?

4. Is Christianity in the city growing, plateaued or declining?

C.
Relationships
1. Has there been conflict between religions in the city?

2. Has there been conflict between Christians?

3. What is the history of the church splits in the city?

PHYSICAL RESEARCH
1. Locate different maps of the city, especially the older ones.  What changes have taken place in the physical characteristics of the city?

2. Who were the city planners who designed the city?  Were any Freemasons?

3. Are there any significant discernible designs of symbols imbedded in the original plan or layout of the city?

4. Is there any significance in the architecture, location or positional relationship of the central buildings, especially those representing the political, economic, educational or religious powers in the city?  Did Freemasons lie any of the cornerstones?

5. Has there been any historical significance in the particular plot of land upon which one or more of these buildings are located?  Who originally owned this land?

6. What is the background of the city's parks and plazas?  Who commissioned and funded them?  What significance might their names have?

7. What is the background and possible significance of the statues and monuments of the city?  Do any reflect demonic characteristics or glorify the creature rather than the Creator?

8. What other artwork is featured in the city, especially on or in public buildings, museums or theatres?  Look especially for sensual or demonic art.

9. Are there any prominent archaeological sites in the city?  What meaning might they have?

10. What is the location of highly visible centers of sin such as abortion clinics, pornographic bookstores or theatres, areas of prostitution, gambling, taverns, homosexual activities, etc.?

11. Where are areas that concentrate greed, exploitation, poverty, discrimination, violence, disease or frequent accidents?

12. Where are locations of past or present bloodshed through massacre, war or murder?

13. Does the position of trees, hills, stones or rivers form any apparently significant pattern?

14. Do certain landmarks of the city have names that would not glorify God?

15. What is the highest geographical point in the city and what is built or located there?  This can be a statement of authority.

16. Which zones or sectors or neighbourhoods of your city seem to have characteristics of their own?  Attempt to discern areas of the city that seem to have different spiritual environments.

SPIRITUAL RESEARCH
A.
Non-Christian

1. What are the names of the principal deities or territorial spirits associated with the city past or present?

2. What are the locations of high places, altars, temples, monuments or buildings associated with witchcraft, occult, fortune-telling, Satanism, Freemasonry, Mormonism, Eastern religions, Jehovah's Witnesses and the like.  Do these form any patterns when plotted on a map?

3. What are the sites of pagan worship from the past, even before the city was founded?

4. What are the different cultural centres that might contain art or artefacts connected with pagan worship?

5. Has any city leader knowingly dedicated himself or herself to a pagan god or a principality?

6. Were any known curses placed by the original inhabitants on the land or people who founded the city?

B.
Christian
1. How have God's messengers been received by the city?

2. Has evangelism been easy or hard?

3. Where are the churches located?  Which of them would you see as "life giving churches?

4. What is the health of the churches in the city?

5. Who are the Christian leaders considered as "elders of the city"?

6. Is it easy to pray in all areas of the city?

7. What is the status of unity among Christian leaders across ethnic and denominational lines?

8. What is the view of city leaders toward Christian morality?

C.
Revelational
1. What are the recognized mature intercessors hearing from God concerning the city?

2. What is the identity of the ranking principalities seemingly in control of the city as a whole or certain area of the city's life or territory?

STEP TWO:  ACTING ON THE INFORMATION

An advantage of having several contributors in a book such as this is that they provide glimpses of several different approaches to strategic-level different approaches to strategic level spiritual warfare.  

· We have seen Cindy Jacobs lead the pastors of Resistencia in repentance.  

· We have seen Kjell Sjoberg's friend infiltrate a Swedish occultic Organization and observed Harold Caballeros find the strongman's name on a certain page in the Guatemala newspaper. 

· We have seen Bob Beckett drive oak stakes into the ground at the gateways to Hemet. 

· As well, we have seen Victor Lorenzo join in a human cross in the center of the plaza in La Plata, and Bev Klopp repent in Seattle's underground buildings.  

All of them found some advantage in the methods they used, but none of them claim that others should do it their way.

Through prayer, God will show leaders, city by city, what action is most appropriate for their particular situation.  Meanwhile, there are some general rules for ministering to a city.  The first book in this series, Warfare Prayer, will be familiar with the rules for taking a city, which I explained there.  For the benefit of those who have not read it or those who have forgotten, I will simply list the six rules without further explanation:

Rule 1: The Area
Select a manageable geographical area with discernible spiritual boundaries.

Rule 2: The Pastors
Secure the unity of the pastors and other Christian leaders in the area and begin to pray together on a regular basis.

Rule 3: The Body of Christ
Project a clear image that the effort is not an activity simply of Pentecostals and charismatics, but of the whole Body of Christ.

Rule 4: The Spiritual Preparation
Assure the spiritual preparation of participating leaders and other Christians through repentance, humility and holiness.

Rule 5: The Research
Research the historical background of the city in order to reveal spiritual forces shaping the city. (This was covered in the first part of this chapter: "Gathering the Information.")

Rule 6: The Intercessors

Work with intercessors especially gifted and called to strategic-level spiritual warfare, seeking God's revelation of:

(a) The redemptive gift or gifts of the city

(b) Satan's strongholds in the city

(c) Territorial spirits assigned to the city

(d) Corporate sin past and present that needs to be dealt with

(e) And God's plan of attack and timing.

BREAKING STRONGHOLDS OVER A CHURCH

2 Corinthians 10:3-5 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world.  On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
INTRODUCTION
1.
Review the definition of "strongholds".

2.
Just like individuals, so churches can have strongholds that bind their ministry and controls the life of the church.

3.
Let's build a Biblical base for this statement.

4.
In several of the Pauline Epistles, Paul actually addresses strongholds that were binding those churches and were making their witness ineffective.

THE CORINTHIAN CHURCH
· This was a church of much contrasts.  It was a church that was rich strong in spiritual gifts (1Cor 1:4-7) yet they were extremely un-spiritual in many other aspects of church life.

· Paul, at great risk shows no fear in addressing these issues.  Although he does not call each of them strongholds, they all fall into the definition of strongholds.

· We must understand that we cannot deal with the strongholds of a community, town or country, if we do not deal with our individual and corporate strongholds.

(a) A stronghold of division.

1 Cor 1:12-13

(b) A stronghold of immorality.

1 Cor 5:1-6; 6:15-18

(c) A stronghold of extreme liberality.

1 Cor 8:9-13

(d) A stronghold of idolatry.

1 Cor 10:14-22

(e) A stronghold of ignorance of God.

1 Cor 15:33-34

(f) A stronghold of unforgiveness.

2 Cor 2:5- 11

(g) A stronghold of worldly partnerships.

2 Cor 6:14-7:1

(h) A stronghold of resistance to authority.

2 Cor 10:8-13

(i) A stronghold of sedition.(Conduct or language Inciting rebellion against authority.)

2 Cor 11:4-15

(j) A stronghold of a lack of repentance.

2 Cor 12:21

THE GALATIAN CHURCH
· A stronghold of legalism.

Gal. 3:1-5

Laying down laws for Christians that are outside the requirements of the Scriptures. e.g. clothing, serving of communion etc.

Find the balance between extreme liberality and legalism.

· A stronghold of religion.

Gal. 4:8-10,15,21-31

Sons of Hagar or sons of Sarah.

THE EPHESIAN CHURCH
· A stronghold of cold love.

Rev. 2:4,7 ("To him who overcomes....)

THE PERGAMUM CHURCH
· A stronghold of demonic teachings.  

Rev. 2:13-17 ("To him who overcomes....) 

1 Tim. 4:1


Nicolaitans = "destruction of people"

  * A sect mentioned in Rev. 2:6,15, who were charged with holding the error of Balaam, casting a stumbling block before the church of God by upholding the liberty of eating things sacrificed to idols as well as committing fornication

THE THYATIRA CHURCH
· A stronghold of Jezebel.

Rev. 2:20-26 ("To him who overcomes...)


"The Spirit of Jezebel"

1. The image of God is borne on Earth by the Church and the family.  Therefore these two are points of enemy attack.  Furthermore MAN is the pivot of both Church and family and so Satan focuses his attack on him.  One of the main spiritual forces aligned against man is The Spirit of Jezebel.

2. In this context 'spirit' does not mean an ongoing philosophy and influence but rather a real demonic principality - a strongwoman! [Note: Look for the manifestation of this spirit in and through the life of a human woman.]

3. Who was Jezebel?  Daughter of Ethbaal, king of Phoenicia.  He was a Canaanite High Priest who ascended to the throne through intrigue and violence and who then made his daughter High priestess.

4. The Canaanites worshipped a trinity of Baal (father), Asherah (holy spirit) and Tamuz (son).  Asherah was known by many names i.e. Ashtoreth, Astarte, Ishtar (from which comes Easter), Aphrodite (Greece) and Venus Rome).  She was also known as Ashtart, which means 'the woman who made towers'.  This last name stems from the time she 'possessed' Semeramis, the wife of Nimrod, that great 'rebel against God', who built Babylon with its towers (Ziggurats). [Note Gen 11:4 and 2 Kings 9:30-33].  Asherah then is the name given to the pagan deity who was in effect the demonic principality, which we know as 'The Spirit of Jezebel'.  PS: Her symbol was a dove rising from the waters; she was known as 'Queen of heaven' and was often represented as a nude woman bestride a hon with a lily in one hand and a serpent in the other: Refer Rev 17:1-6

5. Note the fact that Asherah is the counterfeit of The Holy Spirit and therefore displays false 'gifts' i.e. gifts of prophecy, power and knowledge.  Note also that the Holy Spirit manifests Love and Power whilst this false spirit manifests Pornography and Violence (The two plagues bedeviling our modern society).  Asherah was in fact known as the goddess of Sex and War.  Note also that ancient Canaanite religion was very much like modern Satanism.

6. The Scriptures give the following insights through the life of queen Jezebel.      

· 1 Kings 16:31 - Caused her husband and king, Ahab, to serve Baal i.e. The Spirit of Jezebel seduces church leaders and husbands and attempts to cause them to turn away from God.  She uses sex and violence to achieve her ends.

· 1 Kings 18:4 - She killed the Lords prophets i.e. She attacks the Scriptures and the prophetic word.

· 1 Kings 18:19 - She installed her own prophets i.e. She introduces false doctrines and religious systems.

· 1 Kings 21:1-16 - She usurped the role of head of family and nation i.e. She seeks to bring about role reversal in church and home.

Note that homosexuality is an extreme role reversal and that the feminist movement 

also seeks to upend the Biblical headship model.

· 2 Kings 9:30 - She practices sexual seduction i.e. She tries to seduce church 

leaders and husbands.  Note the fall of the T.V Evangelists and the high rate of divorce and adultery in the nations.

Refer to Rev 2:20 for further insights.

7. Jezebels evil influence extended for three generations in both Israel and Judah.  Note the pervasive influence of this spirit through the many generations of modern history.  Note the women behind many of the major cult systems i.e. Helen Blavatsky and later Alice Baily of Theosophy; Mary Baker Eddy of Christian Science, etc.

Why female?  The demonic entity involved is not female but the female gender is most 

suitable as a vehicle because male headship is the primary target and men are most 

vulnerable in their relationships with women.  Note the attack in the Garden of Eden 

etc.

How do we fight this spirit?  In the spirit and power of Elijah!  Refer Matt 17:11 and Rev 

11:3-12.  Note that the Christian offensive must be on both spiritual and physical levels i.e. 

Spiritual prayer warfare AND programmes and initiatives to establish the Biblical 

headship/submission relationships in Church and Family.  (Refer Mal 4:5-6.)

Summary
The main features of the Jezebel spirit:

1. It is a dominant spirit.  This spirit uses another person to dominate leaders and therefore churches and nations.  It makes "Ahabs" out of the leaders.

2. It is a violent spirit.  This spirit will destroy anyone to have it's way.

3. It is a spirit of sexual immorality.  This spirit uses homosexuality, lesbianism, prostitution, pornography and any other sexual disorder to reverse the Biblical headship model.

4. It is a spirit of idolatry.  This spirit will introduce false doctrines and religious systems to keep her victims away from experiencing God in His fullness.

5. It is a spirit of seduction.  This spirit is out to reverse God's divine order.  She controls the feminist movement and also undermines the divine leadership role of the husband.

6. It is a witchcraft spirit.  She will use counterfeit gifts to infiltrate the church. i.e. Prophecy (fortune-telling); always submit personal prophesies to your oversight.  v24 - Freemasonry
THE SARDIS CHURCH
•    A stronghold of spiritual death.

Rev. 3:1-5 ("He who overcomes...)

THE LAODICEAN CHURCH
•   A stronghold of lukewarmness.

Rev. 3:14-21 ("To him who overcomes...)

CONCLUSION
· Although these strongholds were over the church, they were resident in individuals.

· There needs to be corporate and individual repentance.

· All these strongholds binds a church in such a way that it cannot be effective in executing the purposes of God.

· It inhibits their ministry and binds it's growth.

· The church must become militant against the strongholds in stead of one another.  We are not fighting flesh and blood
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